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efforts to perform a task whose worth. is infinite in com-
parison with that of the individual existence. Every act
of faithfulness to duty, of neighbourly love, or of public
spirit, that involves the conscious self-sacrifice of an individual
or of a community united for the fulfilment of duty, far
transcends the limits of the immediate conditions, individual
and social, under which it is performed. The moral subject
himself feels, under such circumstances, that in performing
the finite duty he is sharing in an infinite task, compared
with which individual interests, and even social interests
of the narrow sort, are as nothing.

Hence the subjective virtue corresponding to this con-
sciousness of an infinite moral task is humility, and its
norm is:

'Feel thyself to be an instrument in the service of the
moral ideal/

Any other kind of humility is a false virtue. The objective
virtue corresponding to this sentiment is self-sacrifice, which
combines the highest degrees of fidelity to duty and sur-
render of self, since it involves the complete absorption of
the moral subject in the ideal task set before him; an
absolute spending of ^self in the duty undertaken, which is
the prerequisite condition of all great moral achievements*
The norm of self-sacrifice is thus:

(Sacrifice thyself for that end which thou hast recognised
to be thine ideal task/

The opposites of humility and self-sacrifice are arrogance
and self-seeking. They deny the existence of the ideal,
the one in the disposition of the agent, the other in the
end sought On the other hand, since the highest moral
functions are the rarest and the hardest of all, we can see
why disobedience to the norms of humanity should be held
less injurious to individual morality than offences against
the social norms. And yet it not infrequently happens that